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On Thursday September 9th the Ready Set Wilmette team met with the Village’s Plan Commission to 
discuss the Comprehensive Plan process and consider big picture goals for the future. Subsequent 
meetings will build on this introductory discussion as community goals, planning and policy 
recommendations, and implementation steps are reviewed with the Commission. The workshop was 
built around discussion starters that asked the members to list three words that best describe the 
Village today and three words that describe what the members would like the community be in the 
future. To conclude, the group was asked to prioritize the themes being addressed in the plan.  

 

1. Words that Describe Wilmette Today 

Reponses were: 

Accessible 

Affluent 

Ambiance 

Comfortable 

Community  

Convenient 

Divided 

Education / Schools 

Family oriented 

Homogeneous 

Lake 

Quiet 

Reinvigorating  

Safe 

Stable 

Trees 

Well run 

White 

 

 

 



 
 

Follow up discussion noted:  

• ‘Schools’ and ‘safety’ are considered as draws for new residents to the community.  

• The physical characteristics of the Village (trees, the lake, good access, etc.) are important to 
Village ‘ambiance’ and ‘character’.  

• Stability was defined as a ‘sameness’ or ‘consistency’ that makes living in a community 
comfortable.  ‘Quaint’ and ‘Family Oriented’ also were described as positive characteristics 
that make the community desirable.  

• Characteristics like ‘white’, ‘homogeneous’ and ‘affluent’ were noted as facts about the 
community (neither good nor bad, just facts), and topics for consideration regarding future 
demographics, openness to different perspectives, and looking toward economic diversity.  

• The downtown was noted as ‘hopping’ with a fresh ‘buzz’ – coming in large part to the 
enhanced restaurant scene there.  

• The discussion was summarized by Commissioners as Wilmette being a group of people 
“working together in the best interest of community”. 

 

 

2. Words that Describe what Wilmette should be in the Future 

Reponses were: 

Access 

Community  

Consistent 

Diverse  

Education 

Family  

Green 

Lake 

Multi-racial  

Progressive 

Quaint 

Safe 

Sustainable  

Trees 

Vibrant 

 

Follow up discussion noted:  

• ‘Vibrant’ was the word listed most often. It was related to a sound local economy, and an 
emphasis on kids, school, and the future. Vibrancy was also seen as being supported by a 
community having a diverse mix of people and a solid educational system.  

• ‘Progressive’ was the second most noted word. It was described as being a community 
attitude and looking to be a leader on the north shore in matters of inclusiveness, diversity, 
and sustainability.  

• ‘Sustainability’ was discussed as being a ‘forward looking’ community, and related to more 
than environmental issues (such as tree preservation). The theme includes planning for and 
being flexible in meeting coming challenges. It means being resilient in the face of such and 
securing a return on investment (not always in financial terms) of efforts to build the future.  

• ‘Schools’ and ‘safety’ are considered as draws for new residents to the community.  

• The physical characteristics of the Village (trees, the lake, good access, etc.) are noted as 
important to Village ambiance and character.  

 

 



 
 

3. Prioritizing Themes 

The plan making process is designed to incorporate the following nine themes. These themes build 
on the direction provided by Village when deciding how to conduct a comprehensive plan update:  

 

Active Transportation and Connectivity 

Arts, Culture, and Entertainment 

Business and Commerce 

Community Character 

Community Institutions 

District Plans 

Diversity and Inclusiveness 

Environment and Sustainability 

Health, Safety, and Wellness 

Housing Variety and Affordability

Each theme will be considered equally in turn, but as an exercise to consider how the group is 
thinking about the plan, they were asked to prioritize the themes as they relate to the future of the 
Village. Overall, the votes were (rather surprisingly) divided almost equally across the nine themes. 
However, considering first choice votes, themes noted as being of importance were: Diversity and 
Inclusiveness, Community Character, and Environment and Sustainability.  

 

The meeting concluded with general discussion and an overview of next steps in the process. 
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