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Community Poll #4 Summary 
 
 
Poll Topics/Planning Themes: Environmental Sustainability & Active Transportation 
 
Poll #4, which asked questions about sustainability and transportation, closed out with a 
total of 312 responses! On behalf of the entire Ready Set Wilmette team, thank you to all 
who took time to complete any of the community polls released since project launch. 
Results from these activities will inform plan recommendations, along with findings from the 
sum of engagement and outreach that has been conducted throughout the planning 
process.  
 
Note: This poll was not designed to be statistically significant, and findings are not necessarily 
representative of the entire Village. This summary simply reports back on what poll 
respondents said. The project team uses poll findings as one aspect of a broader engagement 
program that collectively helps get a pulse of a variety of community perspectives and informs 
follow-up questions, discussion, and analysis. Poll findings are not the answers to any of the 
questions the plan asks – simply one piece of the larger puzzle. 
 
 
KEY TAKEAWAYS: ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY 
 
How important are each of the following items to you regarding the future of the 
environment in Wilmette and the region?  
 
Top 3 Highest Priorities: 

1) Preserving Lake Michigan as a Natural Resource 
2) Drinking Water Quality  
3) Healthful Air 

How well do you feel Wilmette currently addresses each of these environmental 
considerations? 
 
Top 3 Highest Perceived Priorities: 

1) Storm Water Management 
2) Drinking Water Quality 
3) Urban Tree Canopy 
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KEY TAKEAWAYS: TRANSPORTATION  

• Respondents see enhancing safety for pedestrians and bicyclists as the greatest 
transportation related challenge (expanded crosswalks, flashing beacons, more 
lighting, etc.) 

o  “Other” comments focused on the following topics: 
§ Complete the sidewalk network so it is continuous across all parts of 

the village 
§ Maintain and clear sidewalks 
§ Add more bike parking 
§ Improve accessibility for all – remove sidewalk obstructions, repair 

uneven sidewalks; this impacts not just people with disabilities, but 
those pushing strollers or older persons 

§ Stronger enforcement of traffic laws (speeding, running stop signs, 
etc.) 
 

• 44% of respondents think that Wilmette should convert appropriate neighborhood 
streets into “shared streets” (where pedestrians, bikes, and vehicles all use the same 
space at reduced travel speeds) 
 

• 40% supported the use of parking spaces for expanded outdoor dining areas 
o In comments, respondents also expressed concern about using existing 

sidewalks or parking spaces for dining. These comments cited: sidewalks not 
wide enough, need downtown parking, consider common outdoor eating 
areas where people can bring their food 
 

• How can Wilmette reduce vehicle use and prioritize sustainable transportation 
(transit, biking, and walking)? Top responses: 

o 62% said add bike lanes and emphasize crosswalk areas 
o 55% said integrate green infrastructure intro streetscapes and parking areas 
o 54% said move towards energy efficient or solar powered public lighting 
o “Other” comments:  

§ Promote Pace buses and coordinate to have improved service 
(weekend service with smaller vehicles; better timing; coordination 
with Metra schedule, etc.) 

§ Mixed reviews on Village bike-share program and scooters 
 

• As the Village implements its Active Transportation Plan, respondents want to 
prioritize investments in infrastructure (such as paths, sidewalks, and intersections) 
that create more effective connections throughout the Village and increase safety 
while walking and biking. Highest priorities included:  

• 66% - Upgrade intersections and crosswalks with safety enhancements 
• 48% - Focus resources on maintaining existing sidewalks and bike lanes 
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• What changes could best transform travel in the Village? 

• Bike/pedestrian connections across I-94 
• Implement the Active Transportation Plan more quickly (big demand for bike 

infrastructure and filling in the sidewalk network) 
• “Other” comments: mixed opinions on roundabouts and road diets 

 
• Respondents tend to feel safer walking most places in Wilmette vs. biking. On a 

scale of 1-10 (1 = not safe at all and 10 = very safe), walking received an average score 
of 8.22 while biking scored an average of 6.35. 

 
  



 

 4 

 
Detailed Results 
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